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Much is to be expected from the mofussil. Telegrams have
been sent to prominent men in the various districts. I trust that
they will all collect and send to the Treasurer before first July.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 24-6-1925

174.   INTERVIEW TO "THE STATESMAN39

[Before June 24, 1925]

In the course of an interview which he granted to a representative of
The Statesman in Calcutta he said:

I shall remain here as long as I feel that I am required, or
as long as the trusted lieutenants of Mr. Das want me. I have
placed myself unreservedly at their disposal.

I have already suggested that Memorial services should be
held throughout India on July 1. I am hoping that people repre-
senting every variety of opinion will attend in every important
centre in India and I am likely to remain here at least up to
that date.

Asked for his opinion regarding the future, Mr. Gandhi said:

It is very difficult to say as a man of the world what the
future will be, but as a man of faith I can say that the virtues
which I was privileged to see in the late Mr. Das will be an
asset, resulting in nothing but good. How it will work out I do
not know.

Referring to a suggestion which he had previously made that the death
of Mr. Das should be marked by a union of parties, Mr. Gandhi said:

If the union'can be brought about, not mechanical, but real,
it would be for that united party to formulate its demand. It is
no use myself personally saying what it should be, but I can say
this that, whatever I may wish, I shall not stand in the way of
what the majority may wish.

"What is your definition of swaraj?"   Mr. Gandhi was asked.

My definition of swaraj is the will for the time being of the
people of India, as expressed through their representatives. There
cannot be any hard and fast definition of swaraj, as you have, for
instance, of a straight line in geometry. It has a varying value ac-
cording to the variation in the temperament of the people domi-